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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
THIRTY-THIRD COMMENCEMENT 
OF THE RICE INSTITUTE, 
FACULTY CHAMBER, 

8 p. M., FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 1946 


I 
PROGRAM 
Minuet from Quartet in E Flat Mozart 
Nocturne from Quartet in A Major Borodin 


ACADEMIC PROCESSION Marche Militaire Schubert 
Veni Creator Spiritus 


Invocation 


THE REVEREND HAMILTON Hype KELLOGG, D.D., S.T.D. 
Rector of Christ Church, Houston 


ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATING CLASS 


WILLIAM VERMILLION Houston, Ph.D. 
President of the Rice Institute 


Conferring of Degrees in Course 
Announcements and Awards 
America 


Benediction 


The Reverend Dr. Kellogg 
Scherzo Mendelssohn 


Music by String Quartet from the Houston Symphony 
Orchestra—Joseph Henkel, Conducting 


II 
ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATING CLASS 


FEW years ago Professor Samuel Eliot Morison, the 
Harvard historian, delivered a series of lectures at 
the Rice Institute. In them he described commencement as 
the oldest, most dignified, and widespread university institu- 
tion; and he went on to say that it began simply as the initia- 
tion of new members into the guild of masters or teachers. 
Initiations have many different aspects. | am told that at 
some British Universities, it is customary for the under- 
graduates to occupy a gallery of the hall in which the com- 
mencement is held and to disturb the proceedings by as 
much noise as they can make. Some of you are perhaps 
acquainted with initiations in which the dignity of the 
occasion is one of the minor features, to say the least. 
Nevertheless, most organizations, for at least a part of 
their ceremony, have some words of guidance and advice 
to the new initiates; hence the commencement address. 
However, times have changed since the earliest com- 
mencements. Most of you members of the graduating class 
are probably not contemplating a career of professional 
teaching. You have other problems to consider than those 
of a teacher, and are more anxious to get at those problems 
than to hear me discuss them. This you probably have in 
common with all graduating classes. Nevertheless, the com- 
mencement address survives, and if not as old, is at least as 
widespread as commencement itself. As a recognition of 
the change in times, commencement addresses have nor- 
mally been given by persons with special competence in 
public affairs, ethics, or religion. Presumably, they were 
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Address to the Graduating Class 205 
best fitted to give the needed advice to the new initiates; 
initiates not necessarily in the fraternity of teachers, but 
initiates into citizenship. Lately, however, there have been 
departures from this custom and occasionally a commence- 
ment address has dealt with the growing influence of scien- 
tific thought and activity on the duties and obligations of 
citizens. 

This is perhaps not unrelated to the fact that the past 
year has seen a phenomenon almost unknown in this country 
or in any other country. It has seen physicists, chemists, 
and engineers called to testify before Congressional com- 
mittees. Perhaps still more unusual is the fact that their testi- 
mony has been listened to with respect and attention. The 
results, however, have not yet been all that might have 
been desired because the witnesses did not completely agree. 
They failed to agree because they were faced with a di- 
lemma—a dilemma familiar to men active in public affairs 
but not so well known to those accustomed to dealing with 
the much simpler situations of the laboratory. They faced 
the old problem of control versus freedom. 

This sudden appearance of scientific workers in the pub- 
lic eye has been disconcerting to many. It has grown out of 
the fact that during the war many such people were mobil- 
ized to work on military problems, in every country in the 
world. Presumably, in all countries they were motivated by 
feelings of patriotism. At least in this country and Britain, 
most of them felt that the war was being fought for a 
worthy objective, and regardless of how horrible the con- 
flict, humanity would benefit in the long run from our 
victory. Eyen those who felt some doubt on the latter point, 
realized that it was a case of win or perish; realized that 
scientific activity in the enemy countries was just as vigorous 
and possibly just as effective as in this country. The only 
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question was one of speed, and they put their most strenu- 
ous efforts into the race. 

As you know, never have efforts been more spectacularly 
successful. They led to a large number of improved weapons 
of war, culminating in the development of an atomic ex- 
plosive. These men were, of course, pleased at the success of 
their work; but they were equally disturbed at its destructive 
nature. Particularly those working on the atomic explosive 
were horrified at its effectiveness. As this project approached 
completion, many of them wished they might have been un- 
successful, that they might have found some principle of 
nature that would have prevented the concentration of such 
destructive forces. In spite of this inner conflict they were 
driven on by the feeling that the enemy was racing toward 
the same objective, and was dangerously close to reaching it. 
Sometimes they tried to quiet their consciences by the 
thought that such energy could also be turned to peaceful 
ends, but this was not very effective in the face of the actual 
use for destruction. 

As a consequence of the necessity under which they 
labored, these men soon began to seek effective national 
and international control of sources of nuclear energy, be- 
cause of its destructive possibilities. In the fall of 1945 the 
first bill was introduced in Congress providing for govern- 
ment control and supervision of all research and develop- 
ment work that might have a bearing on this subject. The 
supporters of this early bill had various motives. Some of 
them wanted nuclear energy under the proper national con- 
trol in order, first, that it might not fall into hands where 
it might be improperly used; and in order, second, that 
suitable international control might follow. Others felt that 
the United States should have exclusive possession of this 
terrible military weapon. The extension of their war patriot- 
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ism led them to believe that the United States would use it 
more worthily than any other nation, and they seemed to 
think that by keeping a secret they would also keep the 
peace. Nevertheless, in spite of agreement with some of the 
objectives, large numbers of persons opposed the bill be- 
cause of the restriction it placed on the possibilities of 
scientific research. As a consequence the bill was not passed. 

The dilemma soon became apparent. The necessity for 
proper control and regulation was opposed to the tradi- 
tional freedom of research, a freedom deeply cherished by 
every scholar and an absolute essential to real scientific 
development. Many of those most impressed by the hor- 
rors of destruction were inclined to give up this freedom as 
the price of survival. Many of those less close to the actual 
demonstration of destruction felt that the loss of freedom 
was too great a price to pay, even for survival. They felt 
that the concentration of such terrible power in the hands 
of the few persons constituting any government could lead 
only to tyranny. They believed that only widespread dis- 
persion of knowledge and of the techniques of the new 
sources of energy could provide the balance necessary for 
relative security. 

This is not a new problem. It is an old problem in new 
form, and with a new and terrible urgency. It has often ap- 
peared as applied to individuals, and it now appears as ap- 
plied to nations as well. There is on the one hand the desire 
for freedom and on the other hand the desire for security. 
The urgency of the problem is now being emphasized by 
scientists. It has been tremendously accentuated by war-time 
developments. But the decision must ultimately be made by 
the whole people. You of this graduating class must take 
your part in properly weighing the values involved. You 
must help to formulate methods of national and interna- 
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tional control of the weapons of war, without destroying 
individual freedom, and without creating an oppressive 
dictatorship. You must also cultivate a type of freedom 
that brings with it such individual and national responsibility, 
as to minimize the necessity for control. 

Since the first bill was introduced numerous other pro- 
posals have been made. The most recent, of course, as you 
know, is the proposal by the United States government for 
international supervision of all the major weapons of war. 
Whatever your personal views, I think you must agree that 
this proposal has been most carefully prepared, especially 
as it refers to nuclear explosives. It is based on an exhaustive 
study of the problem by a well-qualified committee. It under- 
takes to avoid limiting research by proposing the active 
promotion of research. It proposes to reduce to a minimum 
the actual policing that must be done, and to cultivate a feel- 
ing of confidence and security by creating an administration 
of the highest scientific and technical competence. It pro- 
poses that as suitable international organizations are estab- 
lished, the United States will eventually stop the manu- 
facture of atomic weapons, and will renounce them as instru- 
ments of war. Let us hope that this proposal may be ac- 
cepted as it was meant, as concrete evidence of the peaceful 
_ and benevolent intentions of this country. Initial safeguards 
of our own people are of course an obligation. But the hand 
of America is held out in friendship to all. 

Many scientists, and particularly many physicists, are 
pessimistic about the future. They are obsessed by the hor- 
rors of uncontrolled warfare with these new weapons. We 
may still believe, however, that the hopes and aspirations of 
rational men may lead to a reasonable solution of the 
world’s problems; may lead to a proper balance between 
the necessity of government control over individuals and the 
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necessity for individual freedom to control the government. 
At any rate, pessimism and despair are not likely to be pro- 
ductive of effective action. Hope and the determination to 
attack the problem and to solve it are the first requirements 
of success. These are your characteristics; the characteristics 
of youth. 

It is easy to speak of the duties of nations and govern- 
ments, but let us not deceive ourselves. Responsibility is the 
responsibility of individual men and women. If your years 
of schooling have brought that balance of restraint in 
speech, tolerance in opinion, and kindliness in action, which 
the Rice Institute has hoped for you, then this country 
is proud to have you as citizens. 

The requirements, after all, for an abundant life are the 
same for men and for nations. The mind to do justly, and 
the heart to love mercy, are still the attributes of peace. 
“And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 


W. V. Houston. 


III 
CONFERRING OF DEGREES IN COURSE 


BACHELOR OF ARTS 


Robert Abel Amerman Corbet Clark Locke, II, in ab- 
Frank Lindsey Barcus sentia 

Oliver Roderick Barnes Bradford Burke McGinty 

Jo Ellece Branch Arnan Albert Rasch 

James Richard Bunker Alice Ray Stallings 

Elizabeth Anne Eby Frank Alvin Wappler 


Arnold Dewey Ferguson, Jr. 


BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NAVAL SCIENCE 


Paul Owen Barth Jack Boggan Pearson 
James Weldon Cobb Norman Eugene Penfold 
Charles Norman Cooley Raymond Joseph Pluto 
Keith Caldwell Darby Jesse Frank Sobotik 

Earl Martin Fine Herschel Lee Stewart 

Paul Worth Gilkeson, Jr. William Waller, Jr. 
Arthur Green John Turner Wells 

Lloyd Allen Hunke Roger Milton Wheeler 
William Lyman Kimmel Charles Milton Woodworth 
Robert Lewis McDougal Donald Paul Ziemke 


Kenneth Sydney Martin 


BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Robert White Smith, in absentia 


BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ARCHITECTURE 
Robert Weldon Maurice 


MASTER OF ARTS 
Robert Gerald Marshall 


DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
Bob Everett Watt 
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BY: 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND AWARDS* 


HE trustees and others have been much occupied for 

the past year with the building program of the Rice 
Institute. They determined the first and most pressing needs 
to be for a library and for a classroom building. Both of 
these have been authorized; and construction is expected to 
begin on the classroom building this summer. 

The library is a much larger and more elaborate building. 
The work on the plans is being energetically pushed by the 
architects and the Library Committee. The present esti- 
mated cost of this building is $1,700,000. I am most happy 
to be able to announce at this time that a major portion of 
this cost has just been given to the Rice Institute. I should 
like to read to you some excerpts from a letter received by 
the trustees from Mrs. Ella F. Fondren, a citizen of Hous- 

_ton well known to many of you. She writes as follows: 
Because of our sincere interest in the Rice Institute and 
its future success, Mr. Fondren and I were considering the 
matter of making some contribution to its program when 
our plans were interrupted by his untimely death. Since 
that time a formulation of a definite plan has been held in 
abeyance because of the problems pertaining to the ad- 
ministration of his estate and the uncertainty of the war 
years. 
During recent weeks my children and I called on Mr. 
C. A. Dwyer to ascertain how we might render some sub- 
stantial service. Later we . . . learned of your expansion 


program and it is our desire to have some part therein, and 
to this end, write this letter. 
*Scholarship awards were based on the work of the session from July, 


1945, to March, 1946; the class standing following each name is as of that 
academic year. 
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When Mr. Fondren and I were talking over our original 
plans, we thought that a library building would ultimately 
be needed by your institution; and now that such a build- 
ing is being contemplated, the children and I desire to make 
a contribution for this definite purpose. 

It gives me great pleasure to advise you at this time that 
there will be made available to Rice Institute one million 
dollars for the purpose of erecting a library building. 


Because of this generous gift, the trustees have decided 
to name the building the Fondren Library in honor of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. W. Fondren, Sr., and their children. 

You will all realize that this is a definite milestone in 
the growth of the Rice Institute. I am sure that I represent 
the trustees, the faculty, the students, and all the friends of 
the Rice Institute in expressing to Mrs. Fondren and her 
children their sincere thanks and gratitude. With this gen- 
erous gift as a starting point, the trustees feel confident that 
others will soon contribute the balance necessary to complete 
the library and to carry out the remainder of the urgent 
building program. 


GRAHAM BAKER STUDENT* 

Isaac Dvoretzky, of the Sophomore Class 
HONORABLE MENTION FOR THE GRAHAM BAKER STUDENT- 
SHIP 
Melvin Abbe Dow, of the Sophomore Class 
AXSON CLUB’S ELLEN AXSON WILSON SCHOLAR 
Shirley Beth Nyberg, of the Junior Class 
ELIZABETH BALDWIN LITERARY SOCIETY SCHOLAR 
Emily Ruth Butler, of the Sophomore Class 
JUNIOR ENGINEERING SCHOLART 
Gilbert Henry Tausch, of the Junior Class 


*The Graham Baker Studentship is awarded to that student in the three 
lower classes who earns the highest scholastic standing for the academic year. 

{The Junior Engineering Scholarship is awarded to that male student in 
a regular engineering course of the Junior year who has the highest scho- 
lastic standing in his courses taken that academic year. 


Announcements and Awards ai 
THOMAS R. FRANKLIN AND JULIA H. FRANKLIN SCHOLARS 
(alphabetical) 
John Gibbs Barrett, of the Sophomore Class 
Evelyn Louise McNeill, of the Sophomore Class 
Marion Doris Merseburger, of the Sophomore Class 


LADY GEDDES PRIZE IN WRITING 
Donald Victor Lasof, of the Freshman Class 


The awards of other endowed scholarships and fellow- 
ships were deferred. 

Throughout its history the Institute has maintained from 
year to year an additional number of fellowships and assist- 
antships in various departments. Announcements of these 
appointments appear in the current catalogue. 


COMBINED COMMISSIONING 
CEREMONY OF THE RICE INSTITUTE 
NAVAL RESERVE OFFICERS’ 
TRAINING CORPS UNIT 
AND V-12 UNIT, 

ST. PAUL’S METHODIST CHURCH, 
10 AM., JUNE 29, 1946 


I 


PROGRAM 


Organ Prelude 
Processional 
he Star spangled Banners. oe By Entire Assembly 
Invocation... ata. noe The Reverend Stanley L. Smith 
Introduction of Speaker... .Captain J. E. Cooper, U.S. N. 
Addressun 2s cmeiaueen Rear Admiral J. J. Clark, U.S. N. 
Lt. Col. Sam W. Becker 
Lt. Col. Frank C. Clemens 
Lieut. I. B. Maltz 
Mr. Court Norton 


Presentation of Awards..... 


Presentation of Commissions........ Rear Admiral 
J.J. Clark, USSane 
Oath Gf Othe. cnc) aeeeie Captain J. E. Cooper, U.S. N. 
Presentation of Commendation...... Rear Admiral 
to the Rice Institute J. J. Clark; UL S.INg 
El yin 5 69 b u:w-~'x she: aatan geal By Entire Assembly 
Derecicnion 4 ceca The Reverend Dawson C. Bryan 


Recessional 


II 
ADDRESS BY REAR ADMIRAL J. J. CLARK 


DMIRAL J. J. Clark, U’S.N., Commander of the 
Naval Air Base at Corpus Christi, Texas, made a 
brief address to the officers receiving commissions, wherein 
he emphasized the necessity of maintaining our Navy and 
other armed services in a ready condition to cope with any 
situation that might arise, and of not repeating the serious 
mistakes of former periods when our armed services were 


reduced to unpreparedness and impotency until after hostili- 
ties had begun. 
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Ill 
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 


Award to the Rice Institute 


CERTIFICATE of Appreciation from the Secretary 
A of the Navy to the Rice Institute for effective par- 
ticipation in the Navy College Training Program was pre- 
sented by Rear Admiral J. J. Clark, U.S.N., to Dr. William 
V. Houston, President of the Rice Institute. An accom- 
panying letter from Vice-Admiral Louis Denefeld, U.S.N., 
Chief of Naval Personnel, to Dr. Houston was read by Ad- 
miral Clark prior to the presentation of the Certificate. 


Awards to Graduating Students 
For the Term Ending June 28, 1946 


I. THE NORTON AWARD 


A navigational stop watch was presented by Mr. Court 
Norton, member of the Military Affairs Committee of the 
Houston Chamber of Commerce, to Ens. Jack D. Harmon, 
U.S.N.R., for attaining the highest mark in the Naval 
Science course in Navigation. 


Il. THE MALTZ AWARD 


A $50 Savings Bond was presented by Lieut. I. B. Maltz, 
member of the Military Affairs Committee of the Houston 
Chamber of Commerce, to Ens. Alfred H. Beck, U.S.N.R,, 
for making the highest average score as a member of the 
N.R.O.T.C. rifle team. 
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Presentation of Awards 2L7 


I. THE BECKER AWARD 


A handsome wrist watch donated by Lt. Col. Sam W. 
Becker was presented in his absence by Lieut. J. M. R. 
Morton, both members of the Military Affairs Committee 
of the Houston Chamber of Commerce, to’Ens. John K. 
Weaver, U.S.N.R., who received the highest mark for 
Aptitude for the Service. 


IV. THE CLEMENS AWARD 


A $50 Savings Bond donated by Lt. Col. Frank C. 
Clemens was presented in his absence by Maj. R. A. Laird, 
both members of the Military Affairs Committee of the 
Houston Chamber of Commerce, to Ens. Maxwell C. An- 
drews, U.S.N.R., for attaining the highest multiple in Naval ~ 
Science courses, including Aptitude for the Service. 


MEMBERS OF THE UNITS RECEIVING 


COMMISSIONS 


THOSE RECEIVING COMMISSIONS AS ENSIGN, U.S. NAVAL 
RESERVE, AND ACTIVE DUTY ASSIGNMENTS 


Allison, Frank E., Jr. 
Baker, James J. 
Barnett, Jim F. 
Barry, Kenneth S. 
Barth, Paul O. 
Bauguss, Lee B. 
Beck, Alfred H. 
Bennett, Walter F., Jr. 
Bentley, Charles R. 
Bertz, Richard S. 
Campbell, Philip, III 
Cobb, James W. 
Coyne, Philip G. 
Creegan, Paul F. 
Crouch, Perry B. 
Darby, Keith C. 
Davenport, Thomas T. 
Dean, Douglas C., Jr. 
Dick, Robert D. 
Dixon, Grover C., Jr. 
Fenter, Joseph W. 
Fine, Earl M. 
Fowler, Lorenzo P., Jr. 
Fry, Roy A., Jr. 
Gatts, William H. 
Gattuso, Anthony D. 
Graham, Horace E. 
Grieb, J. C. 


Hadsell, William V., Jr. 


Hahnfeld, Arnold A. 
Hall, Stephen 
Healy, John W. 
Heileman, Walter J. 


Herbert, Charles E. 
Hoey, James J., Jr. 
Hoffman, Robert F. 
Holman, Charles R. 
Hough, William L. 
Hunke, Lloyd A. 
Jensen, Jack E. 
Keenan, Joseph I. 
Krauthamer, Richard J. 
Langford, Russell H. 
La Fera, Lewis J. 
Macaluso, Anthony A. 
Martin, Kenneth S. 
McDaniel, William O. 
McDougal, Robert L. 
McKinley, Robert T. 
McLeaish, Donald C. 
McNally, John H. 
Merritt, William E., III 
Morian, Albert J., Jr. 
Oprea, George W., Jr. 
Orrill, Donald P. 
Osborn, Bryce 
Osterthaler, Carl 
Paramore, Robert B. 
Parker, Guy C. 
Pearson, Jack B. 
Penfold, Norman E. 
Pluto, Raymond J. 
Price, David P. 
Rankin, William C. 
Riedel, Richard W. 
Rodgers, Hollis T. 


Presentation of Commissions 


Roe, Charles R. 
Rogers, Edmund D., Jr. 
Satow, Harold E. 
Schaffer, Edmund J. 
Seegers, Julius A. 
Senulis, Alexander D. 
Sheppard, Charles, Jr. 
Skender, Joseph J. 
Smelz, Jervis L. 
Smith, Kenneth T. 
Smith, Perry R. 
Sobotik, Jesse F. 
Spees, Robert F. 
Spoon, Donald D. 
Stark, Jack F. 

Starns, William W. 


Stillahn, Richard F. 
Tanner, Billy L. 
Taylor, Oliver G., Jr. 
Toft, Kenneth D. 
Trekell, William V. 
Vonderesch, Albert H., Jr. 
Waller, William, Jr. 
Ward, Billy V..- 
Weaver, John K. 
Weintritt, Donald J. 
Wells, John T., Jr. 
Woods, William L., Jr. 
Woodworth, Charles M. 
Wysocki, Walter J. 
Zeltner, Walter R., Jr. 


THOSE RECEIVING COMMISSIONS AS 
SECOND LIEUTENANT, U.S. MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 
AND ACTIVE DUTY ASSIGNMENTS 


Cook, Charles I. 
Feldman, Robert R. 
Hardesty, Stephen P. 
Harmon, Barrie H. 
Kennedy, Daniel F. 

. McCarty, Stewart B., Jr. 


Mitchell, William N. 
Plaskett, William, Jr. 
Redman, Charles B. 
Shulaw, Walter A. 
Swanda, Donald F. 
Vronch, George K. 
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